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AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise once again in 
strong opposition to H.R. 1628, which is a bill 
to take away health care from 24 million 
Americans. Whether you believe it or not, 
health care is a basic right. 

This shameful bill steals from the most vul-
nerable among us, including seniors, veterans, 
people living with HIV, children, and the dis-
abled. And this new bill is even more dan-
gerous and destructive than when they 
brought it to the Floor last time. 

It would, yes, rip away health care from 24 
million people. It would reduce benefits, make 
families pay more for less, and transfer $600 
billion in tax cuts to the very wealthy. 

This is outrageous. Access to women’s 
health is denied by defunding Planned Parent-
hood. Medicaid, as we know it, will end. 
Healthcare costs for working families and sen-
iors will skyrocket. It allows states to eliminate 
essential health benefits like maternity care, 
cancer screenings, and emergency care. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not a health bill at all. 
This is a massive tax giveaway to the wealthy. 

Let me tell you, as a woman of faith, I am 
appalled and I am saddened by the hypocrisy 
displayed in this bill by people who say they 
are religious. I want to remind you—in the 
Scriptures, the Book of Mark, chapter 12:31, 
we are reminded to love your neighbor as 
yourself. 

I hope Republicans remember to love their 
neighbor as themselves today and vote ‘‘no’’ 
on this mean-spirited and evil bill. Let’s defeat 
this harmful and morally bankrupt bill. 

This is a matter of life and death, and the 
American people deserve better. 
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AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express 
my support for the American Health Care Act. 
As I have said from the beginning, when it 
comes to the Affordable Care Act, we should 
keep what works and change what doesn’t. I 
urge support for the AHCA because it does 
just that. 

The AHCA stops the Washington, DC, one- 
size-fits-all approach to healthcare and puts 
choice and freedom back in the hands of 
states, counties, families, and individuals. With 
the AHCA’s monumental strides in reforming 
Medicaid to ensure its solvency for our most 

vulnerable citizens and repealing burdensome 
taxes on the middle class, it is a win across 
the board for all Americans, but specifically 
Upstate New Yorkers. 

Upstate New York residents will see addi-
tional benefits due to an amendment which 
Congressman COLLINS and I have included in 
the bill. This language is one of the greatest 
pieces of state mandate relief that New York-
ers have ever seen. By normalizing the fash-
ion in which New York State funds Medicaid, 
those in my district alone will see more than 
$224 million in tax relief every year. 

The fact is that New York funds its Medicaid 
program by imposing a portion of the state’s 
funding responsibility on the counties. Home 
ownership is burdened by lower property val-
ues due to high taxes. This also lessens busi-
ness competitiveness in areas like Upstate 
NY. The extent to which New York burdens its 
counties is unlike any other: of the approxi-
mately $9.5 billion in Medicaid costs shoul-
dered by localities nationwide, New York local-
ities account for more than $7 billion of the 
total. Albany mandates ensure that New York 
spends more on Medicaid than Texas and 
Florida combined. This is simply 
unsustainable. 

The people of Upstate New York demand 
relief: relief from burdensome Albany man-
dates; relief from rising property taxes; relief 
from Washington-controlled, bureaucratic 
healthcare; relief from ACA-imposed, middle- 
class healthcare taxes. For these reasons, I 
support the AHCA and urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 
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HONORING THE PERMIAN BASIN 
HONOR FLIGHT—MAY 2017 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 88 veterans from West Texas who 
will be visiting Washington, D.C. this week, 
sponsored by the Permian Basin Honor Flight. 
On behalf of a grateful state and nation, we 
welcome these heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The veterans on this Honor Flight are Clint 
Adams, Larry Allen, Robert Barbee, William 
Bourbon, Johnny Bragg, Patrido Brijalba, 
James Brooks, Randall Brooks, Jack 
Brookshire, Norval Brown, Leo Carr, Garry 
Clark, Edmundo Cobos, Edward Comacho, 
Jose Contreras, Guadalupe Cruz, Marvin 
Crain, Michael Crain, Ernest Davis, MJ 
Dinkins, Richard Dolan, Jose Duarte, Michael 
Dyess, Rayburn Favre, Carlton Fite, Richard 
Foncannon, John Foreman, Richard Galloway, 
Bobby Gann, Jerry Giles, Gonzalo Guzman, 
Barry Handlin, Donald Hawke, John Hayes, 
Harry Hemmenway, Cary Holt, John Hood, 
Earl Jackson, Joe Jackson, Marvin Jennings, 
Albert Johnson, Thomas Johnston, Velton 
Jones, William Jones, James Langston, Rob-
ert Lathrop, Robert Love, Lee Maston, Mark 

Martin, Robert Martin, Walter Mason, Donald 
McSparran, Miguel Medina, Donald Merritt, 
Dory Miles, Kenneth Moore, Donnie Murray, 
Michael Norman, John Palmer, Jerry Par-
tridge, Charles Pounds, Robert Patterson, 
Robert Price, Daniel Ramirez, Donald Ritchey, 
Joe Robledo, Jesus Rodriguez, Gary Roe, 
Monica Schwab, Dennis Sever, Larry Sisk, 
William Smartt, Larry Stowe, Oscar Taylor, 
Gustavo Tijerina, Bernaro Tucker, Joe Turner, 
Lewis VanZant, Sandra VanZant, Joe Villalva, 
Mark Webb, Donnie White, Eddy Willmon, Leo 
Wilson, Willie Woods. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to have the op-
portunity to meet these brave men and women 
who exemplify the best of our country. Their 
sacrifice and commitment to the duty to our 
nation can never be fully repaid, and I hope 
that when they visit our nation’s monuments in 
Washington, D.C., the gratitude and respect 
we have for them will truly be reflected. 

Colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and their families for their ex-
emplary dedication and service to this great 
nation. I would also like to extend a special 
thank you to the local communities, all of the 
volunteers, and Ms. Teresa Galloway and Mr. 
John West for their extensive work in orga-
nizing this Honor Flight. This trip would not 
have been possible without all the financial 
and emotional support of the people who have 
put in so much hard work and personal time 
to make sure this trip could be possible. 
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A TRIBUTE TO LT. COL. DAVID 
WORLEY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lieutenant Colonel David Worley, who 
is retiring after forty-two years of distinguished 
service with the United States Air Force. 

Born in Los Angeles in 1953, Dave grew up 
in Woodland Hills, California. An excellent stu-
dent and astronomy enthusiast, he attended 
Serrania Avenue Elementary School, Parkman 
Jr. High and Taft High School. Dave met his 
future wife, Gayle, in Sunday School, and after 
their high school graduation, they attended 
Pierce College together. In 1975, Dave en-
listed in the United States Air Force (USAF) 
and he and Gayle married shortly after his en-
listment. Upon completion of his basic training, 
he was assigned to the Keesler Air Force 
Base in Biloxi, Mississippi for technical train-
ing. After finishing his technical training, he 
was assigned to Dover AFB for a one year as-
signment. He was reassigned back to Keesler 
AFB in Biloxi, where their children, Valerie and 
Bryan were born. 

Dave served as an Air Traffic Controller 
Manager for seven years, after which he re-
ceived his commission. Upon completing train-
ing as an Air Battalion Manager, then-Second 
Lieutenant Worley was stationed in Germany 
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